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(57) ABSTRACT

This face gear has a plurality of annularly arranged gear teeth.
A recess for holding grease or another lubricant is formed in
the tooth surface of each gear tooth. A recess forming area,
which is the area in which the recess is formed, is provided
between the tooth bottom and the pitch point in each gear
tooth. In other words, a recess is not formed in the part of the
tooth surface that is located between the tooth tip and the pitch
point. As a result, the gear teeth can be effectively lubricated
while minimizing instability in the meshing state between

gears.

7 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
FACE GEAR AND GEAR DEVICE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a face gear and a gear
device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In a face gear, which has annularly arranged gear teeth,
lubrication of the gear teeth, which contact an associated gear
meshing with the face gear, is an important task. For example,
Patent Document 1 discloses a structure in which the surfaces
of each tooth have steps for retaining lubricant. Patent Docu-
ment 2 discloses a structure in which a groove for retaining
lubricant is formed in the tooth bottom. Patent Document 3
discloses a structure in which a lubricant retaining portion is
formed in a radially outer portion of each gear tooth.

Patent Document 4 discloses a structure of a gear with gear
teeth. An associated gear moves along a part of the tooth
surface of each gear tooth while making rolling contact. A
recess for retaining lubricant is formed in the part contacting
the associated gear. That is, when the face gear rotates, the
parts contacting the associated gear moves diagonally along
each tooth surface of the face gear. Since the lubricant retain-
ing portions are formed at parts of the tooth surfaces that
correspond to the paths of the contacting portions, which are
moving, each gear tooth can be effectively lubricated.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication
No. 2002-233276

Patent Document 2: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication
No. 2010-75075

Patent Document 3: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication
No. 2009-74666

Patent Document 4: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication
No. 2009-74663

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, in a configuration of a face gear that has steps or
recesses in parts that contact an associated gear, the meshing
state with the associated gear may be unstable. To avoid the
drawback, a lubricant retaining portion may be formed at a
part that is away from the parts that directly contact the
associated gear, for example, at the tooth bottom. However,
such a structure may lead to shortage of supply of lubricant.

Accordingly, it is an objective of the present invention to
provide a face gear and a gear device that are capable of
effectively lubricating gear teeth while suppressing instabil-
ity of the meshing state.

To achieve the foregoing objective and in accordance with
one aspect of the present invention, a face gear including a
plurality of annularly arranged gear teeth is provided. Each
gear tooth has a tooth surface, a tooth bottom, and a tooth tip.
The tooth surface has a recess for retaining lubricant. A recess
forming area, in which the recess is formed, is located
between the tooth bottom and a pitch point of the gear tooth.

Since the recess for retaining lubricant is formed in the
tooth surface, each tooth is effectively lubricated. This
reduces the frictional resistance of the tooth surface, so that
the gear efficiency and the quietness are improved. However,
to stabilize the meshing state of gears, the part of the tooth
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surface that is located between the tooth tip and the pitch point
is preferably flat and smooth. In this regard, the above
described configuration has no recesses in the part of the tooth
surface that is located between the tooth tip and the pitch
point. It is thus possible to effectively lubricate the gear teeth
while suppressing instability of the meshing state.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1is a plan view illustrating a gear device according to
one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a meshing portion
between the face gear and the input gear of the gear device
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a plan view of a gear tooth of the face gear shown
in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the gear tooth shown in FI1G.
3;

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram showing a recess formed
in the tooth surface of the gear tooth shown in FIG. 3; and

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along line VI-VI of
FIG. 5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to drawings.

As shown in FIG. 1, a gear device 1 includes an input gear
3 formed on an input shaft 2 and a face gear 4 meshing with
the input gear 3.

The face gear 4 includes a disk portion 6, which has a rotary
shaft 5 at the center, and gear teeth 8, which are annularly
arranged on a face 7 of the disk portion 6. In the present
embodiment, the face gear 4 is arranged such that the rotary
shaft 5 is at a skewed position with respect to the input shaft
2. The input gear 3, which is an associated gear, is a pinion
gear having a diameter smaller than that of the face gear 4.

As shown in FIG. 2, the gear teeth 8 of the face gear 4 are
formed at the periphery of the disk portion 6 such that tooth
tips 8a protrude in a direction parallel with the rotary shaft 5
(refer to FIG. 1, in the direction perpendicular to the sheet of
the drawing). The input gear 3 is a helical gear with a small
number of teeth. Specifically, the input gear 3 has two-thread
gear teeth 3a, which are twisted in a screw-like manner. Each
gear tooth 8 of the face gear 4 extends from the radially inner
end to the radially outer end and is diagonal relative to the
radial direction. The gear tecth 8 are twisted to make rolling
contact with the gear teeth 3a of the input gear 3. As shown in
FIG. 3, the radially inner end of each gear tooth 8 will be
referred to as a first end E1, and the radially outer end will be
referred to as a second end E2. The first end E1 and the second
end E2 are ends E in the widthwise direction of the gear tooth
8.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, each gear tooth 8 of the face gear
4 has two curved tooth surfaces 9. One of the tooth surfaces 9
is a concave tooth surface 9a and the other tooth surface 9 is
aconvex tooth surface 95, Each tooth surface 9 has arecess 10
for retaining non-illustrated lubricant (for example, grease).
Each recess 10 is formed at a part of the corresponding tooth
surface 9 that is close to the tooth bottom 85, and closet to the
end E in the tooth widthwise direction, where the tooth sur-
face 9 starts meshing with the input gear 3.

As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, parts of the face gear 4 of
the present embodiment that contact the associated gear (the
input gear 3), or the meshing parts, move diagonally on the
tooth surfaces 9 of the gear tooth 8. Specifically, on the
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concave tooth surface 94, the part that contacts the input gear
3 diagonally moves from a position close to the tooth bottom
8b of the first end E1 at the radially inner end to a position
close to the tooth tip 8a of the second end E2 at the radially
outer end. On the convex tooth surface 95, the part that con-
tacts the input gear 3 diagonally moves from a position close
to the tooth bottom 85 of the second end E2 at the radially
outer end to a position close to the tooth tip 8a of the first end
E1 at the radially inner end. That is, the part of each gear tooth
8 that starts meshing with the gear teeth 3a of the input gear 3
is shifted in the tooth widthwise direction according to the
rotational direction of the face gear 4. Each recess 10 is
formed at the meshing starting position in the corresponding
tooth surface 9. That is, in the concave tooth surface 9a, the
recess 10 is located in the vicinity of the tooth bottom 85 of the
first end E1 at the radially inner end. In the convex tooth
surface 95, the recess 10 is located in the vicinity of the tooth
bottom 85 of the second end E2 at the radially outer end.

More specifically, in the face gear 4 of the present embodi-
ment, a recess forming area ., in which the recess 10 is
formed, is set at a position between the tooth bottom 85 and
the pitch point P of the gear tooth 8 (a point on the path
indicated by a long dash alternating with a short dash in the
drawing) as shown in FIG. 5.

In the present embodiment, the size ofthe geartooth 8 is set
to be substantially 2.25 modules, and the pitch point P is set at
the position separated from the tooth tip 8a by 1 module (1.25
modules from the tooth bottoms 85). The module (M) is a
known value that is obtained by dividing the diameter (R) of
the pitch circle by the number (T) of the gear teeth (M=R/T).
The recess forming area o is formed between the tooth bot-
tom 85 and a position separated away from the pitch point P
toward the tooth bottoms 86 by a distance of 0.5 modules
(position indicated by a broken line in FIG. 5). In other words,
the recess forming area o is separated away toward the tooth
bottom 84 from the pitch point P by a distance greater than 0.5
modules. More specifically, the recess forming area a is
located in a range between the tooth bottom 85 and the posi-
tion separated away from the pitch point P toward the tooth
bottom 85 by a distance of 0.5 modules.

When the width of the gear tooth 8 (the lateral length in
FIG. 5) is represented by L, the recess forming area o is
located in the range between the end E in the tooth widthwise
direction, where the tooth surface 9 starts meshing with the
input gear 3, and a position separated away from the end E by
a distance of 0.25 L. to 0.5 L, that is, between the end E and a
position separated from the end E by a quarter to half the tooth
width L.

Since the recess 10 is formed only on the side of the pitch
point P corresponding to the tooth bottom 85, the meshing
state of the gear teeth 3a, 8 is stabilized. Further, since the
recess 10 retaining lubricant exists at the position where
meshing with the input gear 3 starts, the lubricant on the gear
teeth 3a of the input gear 3 at the position corresponding to the
recess 10 is applied to the tooth surfaces 9 of the gear tooth 8
as the contacting portions of the gear teeth 3a, 8 move. In the
present embodiment, it is thus possible to effectively lubricate
the gear teeth 8 while suppressing instability of the meshing
state.

The recess 10 has a shape that narrows toward the tooth tip
8a, Specifically, the recess 10 is shaped such that the opening
width W in the tooth widthwise direction becomes narrower
as the distance from the tooth tip 8a decreases. As shown in
FIG. 6, the recess 10 is shaped such that the depth D from the
tooth surface 9 becomes shallower as the distance from the
tooth tip 8a decreases. That is, the recess 10 of the present
embodiment is designed such that, as the distance from the
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tooth tip 8a decreases, the volume (or the cross-sectional
area) of the recess 10 decreases.

The present embodiment has the following advantages.

(1) The tooth surface 9 of the gear tooth 8 has the recess 10
for retaining lubricant (such as grease). The recess forming
area o, in which the recess 10 is formed, is located between
the tooth bottom 85 and the pitch point P of the gear tooth 8.

Since the recess 10 for retaining lubricant is formed in the
tooth surface 9, each tooth 8 is effectively lubricated. This
reduces the frictional resistance of the tooth surface 9, so that
the gear efficiency and the quietness are improved. However,
to stabilize the meshing state of gears, the part of the tooth
surface 9 that is located between the tooth tip 84 and the pitch
point P is preferably flat and smooth. In this regard, the
present embodiment has no recesses 10 in the part of the tooth
surface 9 that is located between the tooth tip 84 and the pitch
point P. It is thus possible to effectively lubricate the gear teeth
8 while suppressing instability of the meshing state.

(2) The recess forming area . is separated from the pitch
point P toward the tooth bottom 85 by a distance greater than
half'the module. That is, regarding the stability of the meshing
state, an area about the pitch point P has a great influence.
Thus, by not providing the recess forming area o in the
vicinity of the pitch point P, the meshing state between the
gears can be further stabilized.

(3) A position of each gear tooth 8 of the face gear 4 at
which the gear tooth 8 starts meshing with the input gear 3 is
located in the vicinity of the tooth bottom 86 and at the end E
in the tooth widthwise direction. Since the recess 10 retaining
lubricant exists at the position where meshing with the input
gear 3 starts, the lubricant on the gear teeth 3a of the input
gear 3 at the position corresponding to the recess 10 is applied
to the tooth surfaces 9 of the gear tooth 8 as the contacting
portions ofthe gear teeth 3a, 8 move. As aresult, the gear teeth
8 are effectively lubricated without forming the recess 10 at a
position between the tooth tip 8a and the pitch point P.

(4) The recess forming area o is located in the range
between the end E in the tooth widthwise direction, at which
meshing with the input gear 3 starts, and a position separated
from the end E by a quarter to half the tooth width L. It is thus
possible to effectively lubricate the gear teeth 8 while sup-
pressing instability of the meshing state.

(5) The recess 10 has a shape that narrows toward the tooth
tip 8a, Such a shape of the recess 10 improves the lubricant
retaining performance. This allows the gear teeth 8 to be
lubricated for an extended period of time.

(6) A greater volume of the recess 10 is advantageous for
the lubricant retaining performance. In the present embodi-
ment, since the single recess 10 is formed in the recess form-
ing area a, the volume of the recess 10 can be maximized to
improve the lubricant retaining performance. In addition, the
recess 10 can be formed easily.

(7) The input gear 3, which meshes with the face gear 4, is
ahelical gear, which is twisted in a screw-like manner. Helical
gears are suitable for achieving a higher reduction ratio. In the
gear device 1, which has such a helical gear, it is particularly
advantageous to effectively perform lubrication while stabi-
lizing the meshing state between gears.

The above described embodiment may be modified as fol-
lows.

In the above embodiment, the gear teeth 8 of the face gear
4 are formed to be twisted like the gear teeth 3a of the input
gear 3, so that the gear teeth 3a, 8 make rolling contact.
However, the gear teeth 8 of the face gear 4 and the gear teeth
3a of the input gear 3 may be teeth of spur gears.

In the above illustrated embodiment, the input gear 3 is a
helical gear with a small number of teeth. Specifically, the
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input gear 3 has two-thread gear teeth 3a, which are twisted in
a screw-like manner. However, the number of threads of the
input gear 3 may be three or more, and alternatively one if
possible.

In the above illustrated embodiment, the recess forming
area o is separated from the pitch point P toward the tooth
bottom 85 by a distance greater than half the module. How-
ever, the position of the recess forming area o is not limited to
this as long as the recess forming area a is closer to the tooth
bottom 85 than the pitch point P.

In the above illustrated embodiment, the recess forming
area a. is located in the range between the end E in the tooth
widthwise direction, at which meshing starts, and a position
separated from the end E by a quarter to half the tooth width
L. The present invention is not limited to this, but the size of
the recess forming area o in the tooth widthwise direction
may be changed. For example, a part of the gear tooth 8
between the tooth bottom 85 and the pitch point P may be
defined as a recess forming area o over the entire tooth width.

In the above illustrated embodiment, grease (a typical
lubricant that has viscosity and fluidity) is used as the lubri-
cant. However, any type of lubricant may be used.

In the above illustrated embodiment, a single recess 10 is
formed in a single recess forming area a.. However, two or
more recesses 10 may be formed in each recess forming area
a. Further, the shape of the recess 10 may be changed as
necessary in accordance with, for example, a required lubri-
cation performance and a required period of retention of
lubricant.

20

6

The invention claimed is:

1. A face gear comprising a plurality of annularly arranged
gear teeth, wherein

each gear tooth has a tooth surface, tooth bottom, and a

tooth tip,

the tooth surface has a recess for retaining lubricant, and

a recess forming area, in which the recess is formed, is

located between the tooth bottom and a pitch point of the
gear tooth,

wherein the recess has a shape that narrows toward the

tooth tip.

2. The face gear according to claim 1, wherein the recess
forming area is separated from the pitch point toward the
tooth bottom by a distance greater than half a module.

3. The face gear according to claim 1, wherein, in each gear
tooth, a position at which meshing with an associated gear
starts is located in the vicinity of the tooth bottom and at an
end in a tooth widthwise direction.

4. The face gear according to claim 3, wherein the recess
forming area is located in a range between the end in the tooth
widthwise direction, at which the meshing starts, and a posi-
tion separated from the end by a quarter to half a tooth width.

5. The face gear according to claim 1, wherein the recess is
a single recess formed in the recess forming area.

6. A gear device comprising the face gear according to
claim 1.

7. The gear device according to claim 6, further comprising
an associated gear that meshes with the face gear,

wherein the associated gear is a helical gear.
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